VALMIKI RAMAYANA AND THAI RAMAYANA (RAMAKIEN)
ASTUDY IN COMPARISON

Satya Vrat Shastri

Lord Brahma while asking Valmiki to relate the blessed beautiful story of Rama in verse had decreed
that so long as the mountains and rivers last on the earth will that long shall it continue to spread in the
worlds:
yvavat sthasyanti girayah saritas ca mahitale/
tavad ramayanakatha lokesu pracarisyati//

The words coming from the Lord could not have been otherwise. The Ramayana has not remained
confined only to India. It has spread to many countries beyond its shores particularly in Southeast Asia
where itis as popular as in India. Known there under different names, it has developed different
versions. Since the writer of these lines had lived in Thailand for a number of years, he had come into
intimate contact with its Rama story known there as the Ramakien, Sanskrit form Ramakirti, the glory
of Rama and had composed a voluminous Kavya on it, the Sriramakirtimahakavyam, in twenty five
cantos.Though it is the Rama story in both the Valmiki Ramayana and the Thai Ramayana it is not the
same in both. When the writer of these lines presents a copy of his Sriramakirtimahakavyam to any one
the first question that he is asked is : Is it in any way different from the Valmiki Ramayana? The answer
isthatitis.

About the Ramayana there is a popular stanza known as the Ekasloki Ramayana which recounts one
by one its main incidents:

adau ramatapovanadigamanam hatva mrgam kancanam
vaidehiharanam jatayumaranam sugrivasambhasanam/
valinirdalanam samudrataranam lankapuridahanam
pascad ravanakumbhakarnahananam etad dhi ramayanam//

“First, the visit of Rama to hermitages, the killing of the golden deer, the abduction of Sita, the death of
Jatayu, the talk or pact with Sugriva, the slaying of Valin, the crossing of the ocean, the burning of Lanka
and finally the killing of Ravana and Kumbhakarna that isthe Ramayana”.

These are the main events of the story. For reaching up to them the Thai Ramayana has a big number of
episodes and sub episodes which do not figure in the Valmiki Ramayana. Even the episodes that do
figure there are different in detail.

The very beginning and the end of the story in the Thai Ramayana differs from that in the Valmiki
Ramayana. There is none of the descent of Valmiki in the hermitage of Valmiki, the killing of a Kraunca
bird by a hunter, Valmiki's pronouncing a curse on him and the appearance of Brahma before him and
asking him to sing the life story of Rama . This is the introduction to the Rama story in the Valmiki
Ramayana. The introduction to the same in the Thai Ramayana starts with the description of a demon
called Hirantayaksa, an inhabitant of the mount Cakravala in the ages gone by, a source of great trouble
to deities who fed up with his misdeeds approach Isvara for protection who thinks of Narayana who
presents Himself to Him instantly and at His bidding repairs to Cakravala and kills the demon in a fight.
After this as soon as He repairs to His abode the Milk Ocean He finds an infant on a lotus. He picks it up
and goes off to Isvara who names him Anomatan and ordains that he would be the first ruler of the earth.
Indra, the lord of gods lays a city for him which is named after the initial letters of the names of four
sages Achanagavi, Daha, Yugagra and Yaga whom he meets on the way. Anomatan has a son called
Dasaratha. His son is Ajapal who not having a child wants to perform a sacrifice for begetting one and
approaches a deer-horned sage Kalaikot to help him with it. Kalikot goes to Isvara to seek His
permission for organizing it. Isvara thinks of Narayana and asks Him to incarnate Himself on the earth.
Narayana agrees to this provided Laksmi, Sankha (Conch), Cakra (Discus) and Gada (Mace) and
Anatanaga were also to incarnate themselves. Isvara agreeing to this Narayana incarnated Himself as
Rama, Cakra as Bharata, Anantanaga and Gada as Laksmana an d Satrughna respectively and Laksmi
as Sita. Ramawas green, Bharatared, Laksmana yellow and Satrughnapurple.
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Connected with the incarnation of Narayana on the earth is another legend that also figures in the Thai
Ramayana.

There was a demon called Nandaka (Thai pronunciation Nonthuk). He was a great devotee of Isvara.
Whenever the deities would go to see Him he would wash their feet. Out of fun the deities would pull out
some of his hair with the result that he was gradually turning bald. Distraught, he approached Isvarawho
told him that if ever a deity were to misbehave with him in that manner he would just have to point his
index finger at him and he would drop dead. The demon started doing that with the result that deities
started dropping dead. Distressed, the deities approached the Lord who thought of Narayana to help the
deities. Narayana assumed the form of a beautiful woman and began dancing with the demon. In the
course of the dance the Lord pointed His finger at his head. Imitating him the demon also did the same
with the result that he dropped down. He accused Narayana of playing a trick with him. If He were to
engage Himself in a duel with him then He would know whether He could kill him or not. Even the duel
with himwould be unequal, added he; Narayana having four arms and he only two. Narayana at this said,
well, in the next birth, he (the demon) would have ten heads and twenty arms while He would have one
head and two arms. It was that demon, Nandaka, who was born as Ravana and the Lord, Narayana, who
was born as Rama.

The end of the Thai Rama story is: Every hundred years an assembly of gods was held at mount Kailasa
under the chairmanship of Isvara where the deities would report to Him the goings on in the world. The
hundred years over, the assembly was held. In that the deities told the Lord that everything was fine with
the universe; the demons had been subdued and rendered inactive and there is peace everywhere but
because of whom the peace has come about, he has himself lost his peace. Rama is very perturbed on
account of the absence of Sita. At the command of the Lord Rama was brought from Ayodhya and Sita
from Patala into His presence. In deference to the wish of the Lord Sita, though initially unwilling
because of the suspicious and jealous nature of her husband (who had ordered her execution at the sight
of the half finished portrait of Ravana drawn by her on aslate slab at the prodding of a palace maid Adul,
the daughter of Surpanakha in reality, who wanted to avenge the maltreatment earlier of her mother in
the forest in spite of her strong protestations and telling him the factual position) agrees. The estranged
wife Sita was thus united with her husband and the two went back to Ayodhya to live happily ever
thereafter. The Thai Ramayana has a happy ending, as can be seen from the above, unlike the Valmiki
Ramayana.

Apart from the beginning and the ending, there are a number of episodes and sub- episodes, as pointed
out in the beginning of this study that are entirely unique to the Thai Ramayana. An idea of some of them
canbe had from the treatment hereunder of some of its characters.

While some of the incidents in the Valmiki Ramayana appear to be happening by chance or owe
themselves to the speciality of some of the characters, in the Thai Ramayana some kind of cause and
effect relationship is found in them. When Manthara poisoins the ears of Kaikeyi against Rama, it
appears in the Valmiki Ramayana to be in line with her crooked body that has infected her mind as well.
In the Thai Ramayana it is not like that. According to it once Manthara was passing through the royal
court. Rama, who was a child then, shot an arrow at her that straightened her hump pleasing her
immensely. Shortly thereafter he shot another arrow that restored it making the courtiers burst into
laughter. Though it was just a childish prank, Manthara felt bad for having been made the target of
ridicule. Since then she had been seething with anger and when the opportunity came she wreaked the
revenge by acting the spoilsport.

The same kind of cause and effect of relationship is found in the episode of Sita's exile too. As per the
Thai Ramayana Surpanakha was a married woman with two children, one son Kumbhakasa and one
daughter Adul. She lost her hushand Jihva at the hands of her brother Ravana who when going out of
Lanka for some work had assigned the duty of protecting it to him. Jihva after three nights of vigil went
to sleep, not being able to resist it, by enveloping it by his long tongue. Ravana on coming back not
being able to enter it cut the tongue asunder thus Killing him. While seducing Rama and Laksmana in the
forest, Surpanakha had her nose and ears cut. Adul was very perturbed at this kind of treatment to her
mother. She wanted to avenge it. She assumed the figure of a palace maid and entered into Sitas's service.
In course of time she became her close confidante Once when Rama was out of Ayodhya on some royal
duty she prevailed upon Sitato draw a portrait of Ravana in an expression of innocent curiosity.
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Refusing to do that a number of times, Sita ultimately yielded to her persistence and started drawing the
portrait on a slate slab. As soon as she had drawn the half of it (up to the waist), Rama happened to come
back. Sita tried to wipe off the portrit but Adul having entered into it through her magical power, the
harder she tried to rub it off the more shining it became. To keep it away from the sight of Rama Sita hid it
under the bed. The moment Rama sat on that he felt a peculiar sensation, as if thousands of needles had
started piercing him. In search of the cause of it, the bed was upturned and there came out the portait. On
enquiry Sita owned its drawing. Furious Rama ordered her execution. Laksmana was assigned the task.
He took her in the forest but could not kill her, his sword missing her each time. Ultimately he killed a
dog and brought with him its heart as proof of his having carried out the ghastly act. The portrait incident
sowed the seed of doubt in Rama’s mind about Sita's fidelity-- a starting point of all her later misery.

Kumbhakarna is described in the Thai Ramayana as a righteous and a brave person with a sharp intellect.
He does not approve of Ravana's abduction of Sita but being a loyal subject, when accused of cowardice,
he goes out with a spear in hand. Knowing that none would be able to withstand him Vibhisana appears
before him and tries to turn him away from the fight. He tells him that Rama is Narayana incarnate to this
he (Kumbhakarna) asks him to prove it by finding out from him answers to four questions which are (1)
who is the foolish mendicant, (2) who is the elephant with straight tusks, (3) who is the deceitful lady, (4)
who is a wicked person. Rama not being able to answer these questions, Kumbhakarna himself provides
their answers. He then has an encounter with Sugriva. Realizing that he is very powerful he asks him to
go to the Himalaya and bring fromthere the Ranga tree and fight with him with that. That is just a ruse to
tire him out. Then he proceeds to worship the Moksasakti to make it unfailing. Hanuman and Angada
interrupt it by assuming the form of a dead corpse with a crow pecking at it. Unable to stand the stench,
Kumbhakarna leaves the worship unfinished and goes out for fight where he meets hisend.

Quite a few of the episodes connected with Ravana in the Thai Ramayana are not to be met with in the
Valmiki Ramayana.. He is depicted there as having faith in omens and dreams portending good or bad.
For this he depends upon his brother Vibhisana who interprets them for him. As soon Sita is born, he asks
Vibhisana to examine her future on the basis of the /laksanas, the marks. Vibhisana tells him that she is
very inauspicious and the cause in future of the destruction of the Raksasa race. He then hands her over
to him and deal with her as he would like. He also asks Vibhisana to interpret the dream that he had seen
one night. Inthe dream he sees a dark falcon being overpowered by a white one suddenly appearing from
the north and he holding in his palm a coconut shell with oil and wick. Suddenly a lady appears there and
lights the wick. The wick and the oil all get burnt out. The fire now takes coconut shell in its ambit. With
this Ravana feels the heat on his palm. He gets up startled. Vibhisana interprets the dream to him.
According to him the dark falcon is Ravana and the white one coming from the north and overpowering
it is Rama. The coconut shell is the city of Lanka, the oil in it is its prosperity. The woman lighting the
wick is Surpanakha. One peculiar thing about Ravana in the Thai Ramayana is that he wants to achieve
his objective without a fight. For this he adopts various stratagems. The first of these is his attempt to foil
the building of the causeway. He asks his mermaid daughter Suvarnamatsya to remove the rocks that the
monkeys throw into the ocean. This Suvarnamsatsya does during the night with the help of her giant fish
army but when confronted with Hanuman she stops her work convinced by his superior arguments.The
second stratagem is asking ademon lady of the name of Benjakai (or Binayaki) [daughter of Vibhisana]
to assume the form of dead Sita and float near the bank of the river where Rama comes to take bath to
mislead him into thinking that Sita is no more and that invading Lanka to recover her is of no use. For a
while Ravana succeeds in his aim. It is Hanuman who puts the spanner in his scheme by lighting the pyre
and placing there the supposed dead body of Sita, in reality Benjakai, and Benjakai leaping up from there
and flying into the sky from where she is dragged back to the earth by the valiant monkey. The third
stratagem is to seek the intervention of Malivaggabrahma known for his fairness by bringing into his
notice through his emissaries Nanyvek and Vayuvek the impropriety of Rama in invading his country. It
is a different matter that Malivaggabrahma on listening to both Rama and Sita finds Ravana guilty and
pronounces a curse on Ravana that he would meet his end at the hands of Rama.
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In the Thai Ramayana if there is one most charismatic character, he is Hanuman. It is he who helps
Rama out of many a difficult situation. His contact with Rama has been described in the Thai Ramayana
in a peculiar way. After the abduction of Sita Rama goes out in search of her. One he feels tired after a
long walk and takes rest under the shade of a tree. Laksmana with a bow in hand keeps strict vigil over
him. In the meantime a burly monkey comes there, climbs on it and begins shaking its branches
violently. When he does not stop in spite of Laksmana's warning, Laksmana stretches the bow. The
monkey climbs down the tree and with all ease snatches the bow from him, climbs up the tree and is at
his mischief with all the more force. Finding no way out, Laksmana wakes up Rama who looks up.
Hanuman looks down. Both recognize each other. The monkey climbs down and prostrates at the feet of
Rama.

In addition to being very brave Hanuman is extremely clever and resourceful. In the episodes of
Suvarnamatsya and Benjakai recounted above it was his shrewdness that had saved the situation for
Rama. In other situations also it is his resourcefulness that solves the problems. When Maiyarab, the
ruler of Patala (the nether world) carries away Rama on making him unconscious by throwing magic
powder on him, it is Hanuman who braving many a difficulty reaches Patala, kills Maiyarab, rescues
Rama and carries him on his shoulder back to his camp. Along with Rama he carries the severed foot of
Maiyarab too.

Atthe time of the fight between Rama an d Ravana when the limbs of the latter continue falling apartand
reuniting, Vibhisana gives out the information that until the soul of Ravana kept in a cage in the Asrama
his preceptor Goputra is first killed, it will not be possible to kill him, it is Hanuman who goes the
Asrama of Goputra along with Angada and posing as a deserter from Rama's camp persuades him
(Goputra) to take him to Ravana and warning him that in his absence somebody may steal away the cage
with Ravana's soul makes him carry the cage with him to Lanka. At the border to the city when the sage
is hesitant to proceed further on the ground that the moment the cage would be on the other side of the
border the soul would fly off to Ravana making him vulnerable, Hanuman proposes that the cage be left
in the care of Angada who would continue to stay the other side of the border and he alone would go with
him to Ravana, the cage is handed over to Angada. After a while Hanuman on the plea of giving a
message to Angada comes back to him. Angada takes Ravana's soul from the cage, buries it deep in the
sands of the ocean and by his supernatural power creates another soul which he puts it in the cage. It is
with this, the soul buried, that Ravana comesto be killed.

In one instance the feeling of revenge also is noticeable in Hanuman. At the time of the building of the
causeway it is agreed between Hanuman and Nila that the latter would hand over the rocks to the
former and he would set them in place. After some time the order is reversed. Since Hanuman had been
nursing a grievance against Nila Hanuman becomes over fast with the handing over of the rocks. He ties
arock to each of his hair and continues handing over the rocks making it impossible for Nila to set them
in place with that quickness. For this he is punished too by Rama by being commissioned to complete
the causeway within seven days.

Hanuman in Thai Ramayana is a gallant monkey making love to any pretty lady he comes into contact
with and begetting sons from her. From Suvarnamatsya he begets the son Macchanu whom she leaves
on the seashore as soon delivered. From Benjakai he gets the son Asuraphad by making love to her on
the way to Lanka on having been asked by Rama to safely escort her to it, she being the daughter of his
friend Vibhisana.

However brave and gallant he may be, Hanuman is a monkey after all. One day finding some mangoes
in the forest, he cannot resist their temptation. While eating them the drops of juice oozing out of them
he smears on his body provoking his wives to laughter. Feeling ashamed, he decides to practice
penance. For this he approaches the sage Disphail. Thinking that it is not possible for a monkey to
practice penance, the latter bestows on him a human form. When his son Asuraphad coming to know
that his father is practicing penance on a mountain notices a hermit engaged in meditation, he enquires
from him whether he has seen Hanuman, he has to convince him that he is the one (he being stricken
with doubt on account of his human form) by swallowing starsand constellations.
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On Vibhisana ascending the throne of Lanka, Vainasura, a son of Ravana, coming to know from
Varanisura, one of the old attendants of the Palace that it is Vibhisansa who disclosed many a secret of his
father to the adversary, invades Lkanka with the help of his father's friend Cakravartin, the ruler of
Malivat. It was Asuraphad who gave this information to his father whom he had found, as said earlier, at
a mountain practicing penance; it was precisely for this that he was looking for him; who Kkilled
Varanisura and Cakravatin and rescued Vibhisana.

In the Thai Ramayana Valmiki is called Vajmrga. There Rama is said to have only one son whose name
as given there is Mangkut. The other son Vajmrga creates with his Yogic power when he does not notice
Mangkut left in his care while he is in meditation; Sita taking him away with her to the river having been
stung with the remark of the monkey mothers of her being more careless about her offspring while they
were carrying them on their bosom in retort to Sita's warning to them to be careful with them lest they
drop down in course of their jumps from one tree to the other. The deer- horned sage Rsyasrnga of the
Valmiki Ramayana who helps in the son- begetting sacrifice of Dasaratha has the name Kalaikot in the
Thai Ramayana. Some of the names in the Thai Ramayana, like the name Anomatan, the first ruler of the
earth asdecreed by Isvara or Khukan, Guha, Kuperan, Kubera have Tamilian overtones.

The Valmiki Ramayana is divided into Kandas while the Thai Ramayana has no such divisions, even
where it is in the form of a dramatic poem it has no divisions of Acts or Scenes. For purposes analysis the
story can be divided in three parts. The first part describes the birth of all characters, human, demoniac
and simian. The Ramayana story begins with the incarnation of Narayana as described earlier in the
episodes of Hirantayaksa and Nandaka. The story then describes the birth of Anomatan, his son
Dasaratha and his son Ajapal. Then is described the birth of Rama, his brothers and Sita. Next is
described the creation of the city of Lanka, the birth of Ravana, his brothers, Ravana's marriage with
Mandodari and the birth of the simian characters. In the Valmiki Ramayana while the birth of human and
simian characters is described in the Balakanda, the birth of demons is described in the Uttarakanda.

In the description of the birth of Rama the Thai Ramayana does not give the name of the son-begetting
sacrifice unlike the Valmiki Ramayana where it is given the name Putresti. The divine food coming out
of the sacrificial pit is rice balls in the Thai Ramayana while it is Payasa, rice mixed with milk and sugar
in the Valmiki Ramayana. In the incident of Rama's marriage with Sita, the Thai Ramayana makes Sita
have a look at Rama from the balcony. The Valmiki Ramayana has nothing of it. The birth of Sita also is
described there differently. After being proclaimed inauspicious the just delivered Sitais interned inajar
by Vibhisana and floated in a river where the presiding deity of the river Manimekhala protects her. The
jar in its floating course reaches the very place where King Janaka is practicing penance. The jar comes
to his notice. He opens it and finds an infant girl in it. Thinking her to be the likely impediment to his
penance he closes the jar and digs it under the root of a tree. After sixteen years on completion of his
period of penance he comes to remember the jar and while ploughing the earth discovers it. He opens it
and ayoung girl of sixteen years steps out of it. What follows it is a familiar story.

The Rama story in Thailand with all its web of interesting episodes, as can be seen from the above, is
quite different from the Valmikian version of it except for its kernel. It opens up a new vista of
imaginative innovations before a reader which cannot but interest him and force him to compare the two
versions to find out for himself as to how much new has been added to it in its Thai incarnation and how
much has beenaltered init.



The Role of the Ramayana on World Thought,
Art and Culture with a special focus on Thailand and Southeast Asia
presented by
Professor Emeritus Srisurang Poolthupya,
Fellow of the Royal Institute of Thailand

Abstract

The Indian epic Ramayana is full of wisdom and inspiration. It inspires all art forms : literature, fine arts,
performing arts and applied arts. It has great impact on culture too. The Ramayana has its influence not only
in India but also in Southeast Asia and the whole world. Countries in Southeast Asia have their own versions
of the Ramayana. Thailand has the Ramakien, Cambodia Reamker, Malaysia Hikayat Seri Ram and
Indonesia Ramayana Kakavin, to name a few. Each country is influenced by the Ramayana's ideal of love,
loyalty and justice. Their Ramayana finds expression in performing arts, fine and applied arts. As a result,
Indiaand countries in Southeast Asia have the common culture of the Ramayana. Though each country hasa
different language, the Ramayana performance and all art forms in connection with the Ramayana can be
shared and understood. Thailand, formerly Siam, is fortunate in her ability to preserve and maintain the
Ramayana culture very well. The Ramayana has been rewritten in Thai many times through the royal
supervision and sponsorship. Apart from the surviving fragments of the Ramakien from the Ayudhya period,
there are many more versions of the Ramakien composed by King Taksin of Dhanapuri, and six kings of the
Ratnakosindra (Bangkok) period. The main reason for the royal interest is the fact that the Ramayana
represents the ideal king and human virtues necessary for maintaining a peaceful and prosperous society as
well as creating all forms of arts

Introduction

Among the great epics of the world: the Gilgamesh of Mesopotamia, the Iliad and Odyssey of Greece, the
Mahabharata and Ramayana of India, the Ramayana seems to be most well-known and retold in so many
versions. While other epics are just translated into different languages, the Ramayana is recreated again and
again especially in India and Southeast Asia. Apart from the classical version of Valmiki, there are so many
Ramayanas that may be called by different names such as Ram Charit Manas in India, Ramakien in Thailand,
Reamker in Cambodia and Hikayat Seri Ram in Malaysia. The fascinating story of conflict between good
and evil, of love between father and son, between man and woman, between brothers, of loyalty and kingly
virtues, all can be found in the Ramayana which has many versions in different countries. Apart from being
an inspiration for subsequent creative literary works, the Ramayana inspires painting, sculpture, applied arts
and performing arts. Every art form concerning the Ramayana helps bring out the ideal, wisdom and
philosophy in the story as well as giving enjoyment and peace. The most important thing is the fact that the
Ramayana's great message of love and peace makes the epic universal and immortal. It helps create
friendship and understanding between nations. As the Ramayana is above religion, politics and political
ideology, it can unite all peoples in the world and stimulate them to attain the spiritual level rather than
material gains that are transient and of lower value.

The Globalization of the Ramayana

Even before the present age of globalization, the Ramayana has been globalized in many different ways.
Indians who came into contact with Southeast Asia or settled down there brought with them the story of
Ramayana to tell the local people. Southeast Asian people of Burma (now Myanmar), Laos, Siam (now
Thailand), Cambodia, Champa Kingdom in present Vietnam, Malaya (now Malaysia) and Indonesia
(especially in Java and Bali) have been familiar with the Rama story since the first millennium of the
Christian Era, long before the Europeans came to know about the Ramayana. It was the British and German
scholars from about 18" century onwards who helped spread the Ramayana to Europe. However, the epic is
only well-known among oriental scholars and academicians in Europe. Later, Indians who went to work or
settle down in the British colonies around the world brought with them the Ramayana story, especially the
one composed in Hindi by Tulsi Das who called it Ram Charit Manas. When they felt dejected, missed their
motherland, or needed spiritual uplift, they would come together and read or sing verses from Ram Charit
Manas. During the height of the British Empire where the sum never set, Indians could be found in every
continent except the Artic and Antartica. The Ramayana can be said to be globalized from that time onwards
and the situation has never changed. Whether in Canada, the United States, Surinam, Mauritius, Malaysia or
South Africa where | visited in connection with the Ramayana or Indian studies, | have discovered how the
Ramayanastill remains the great spiritual inspiration outside India. Eveninthe People's Republic of China,
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the translation of Ram Charit Manas into Chinese was greeted with enthusiasm and the work, | was told, was
sold out almost immediately. This fact also proves that the Ramayana is universal and above political
ideology.

Ramayana in Southeast Asia

As already stated, the people of Southeast Asia received Indian influence very early because of geographical
nearness and perhaps the attractiveness of Indian culture also. The Ramayana is said to be “adikavya” or the
first poetic work of India. Though many Indian scholars do not accept itas a “kavya”, claiming it as “itihasa”
or history, the fact remains that this epic is well-written in sloka verse form. The story portrays ideal human
relationship which every human-being should try to attain. Therefore, the Ramayana is retold in so many
different versions in Southeast Asian countries.

In each country of Southeast Asia, there are at least one and usually several versions of the Ramayana. Ohno
Toru says there are 8 versions of Ramayana in Myanmar. Rama Thagyin (the oldest) by U Aung Pyo, Rama
Yagan by U Toe, Alaung Rama Thagyin by Saya Htoon, Maha Rama Vatthu (author unknown), Pondaw
Rama Pyazat by U Ku are important versions. Instead of Rama being the avatara of Lord Vishnu, Burmese
Rama is the Bodhisatva. This may be due to the fact that the Burmese/Myanmese are Buddhists, therefore
Buddhist belief finds the way into the Rama Story.

Apart from having Buddhist belief put into the Rama story, local legends and folklore are often added. For
example, in Malay Hikayat Seri Ram, Rama is turned into a monkey at one time. In Laotian Phalak
Phalam, the two brothers returned to Vientiane after Ravana was defeated and killed. In Cambodian
Reamker as well as Thai Ramakien, there is an episode of the Floating Maiden when Benyakai, a
demonness, disguises herself as Sita's corpse floating up the river to Rama's camp. This episode is not found
inthe original Ramayana. While the main story of Rama and Sita remains the same, the details are retold with
creative imagination according to Southeast Asian poets. Indonesian Kumbhakarna is a handsome human-
being instead of a greedy demon who eats everything when he is awake as in the Ramayana. These examples
shows the fertile mind of Southeast Asian people who recreate the

Ramayana according to their taste and imagination. If the original episode is unattractive, the regional poets
change it. In International Ramaya Festivals, artists from Southeast Asian countries perform their national
Ramayana performance which can be understood by all inspite of the language. The Rama story is the
common culture of Southeast Asia.

Ramayana in Thailand

Thai kings seem to welcome the Ramayana and adopt it as Thai literature. While a Thai monarch must be a
Buddhist, he gives patronage to all religions and protects all his subjects, be they Buddhists or of other
creeds. When Hinduism claims Lord Buddha as the 8" avatara of Lord Vishnu, Thai kings feel free to call
themselves Rama, Narayana, Chakra Holder and so on. Hindu gods are accepted as divine beings, especially
Rama whom the Thais believe to be the avatara of Narayana. The ideal of Ramarajya or the golden age is
recognized by Thai kings who try to be as benevolent and just like Rama. Some of them call themselves
Rama or Narayana. Inthe Kingdom of Ayudhya, there were King Ramadhipati, King Ramesvara and King
Narayana. Inthe Ratnakosindra period when Bangkok is the capital of Thailand, King Maha Vajiravudh, the
6" king, started the tradition of calling himself Rama VI and called the Ratnakosindra former kings
posthumously as Rama I up to RamaV. This tradition continues, therefore our presentking is Rama 1X.
Apart from making it easier to call our kings, the idea behind the name is that each Thai king aspires to be
benevolent like Rama in the Ramayana which the Thais called the Ramakien. The Ramakien has been
composed again and again through a king's initiative. We do no know for certain who composed the
Ayudhya version of the Ramakien of which only fragments remain after the destruction of Ayudhya.
However, when King Taksin built Dhanapuri as his capital and reigned for 15 years, he found the time to
compose a few episodes of the Ramakien.

King Rama | of Bangkok composed the complete version of the Ramakien from the beginning to the end of
the story. King Rama Il chose only dramatic episodes to be composed for Khon performance. Khon is a
masked dance drama that has developed into the most refined and artistic performing art in Thailand. King
Rama 111 ordered the composition of verses to describe the bas-reliefs of Ramakien story in Phra Jetuvana
Temple (commonly called Wat Bo). There are only 154 verses, not covering the whole story.

King Rama IV composed himself just one episode called Rama in exile because it was just like his own life.
Being the queen's son, he was the rightful heir according to the law of succession. However, his elder brother
whose mother was a minor queen reigned before him as King Rama ll1.

King Rama V, together with court poets, composed 4984 verses to describe the story of the Ramakien in the
Temple of the Emerald Buddha. He himself composed 224 verses.



King Rama VI composed himself several episodes of the Ramakien. It must be noted that his version is
closer to the Valmiki's Ramayana which he read and enjoyed. While the character of Vibhishana in other
Ramakien versions is transformed into a coward who only knows about astrology and medicine, not the art of
war, in King Rama VI's version he is a brave demon. Names of characters in his Ramakien are also closer to
the original Ramayana. King Rama VI also acted in Khon performance which made Khon more popular
from then on.

After King Rama VI, there is no more compositions of the Ramakien, only scripts for Khon acting. It seems
that with modern and scientific formal education, the need to teach moral value through the Ramakien is less.
Yet some excerpts of the Ramakien are still taught in school. Only episodes that teaches morals in a subtle
and enjoyable way are taught or often performed. For example, children learn how pride can prevent success
in the episode called Sugriva uprooting the Rang Tree. \WWhen Sugriva who possesses great strength is sent
to fight with Kumbhakarna, he is challenged by Kumbhakarna to go and uproot a gigantic tree to prove that he
is strong enough to fight with his mighty opponent. Sugriva foolishly spends all his strength uprooting the
tree and proudly brings the tree to show Kumbhakarna The latter easily subdues exhausted Sugriva and
captures him. Hanuman has to rescue him.

It must be noted that some controversial episodes are rewritten in such a way that Rama seems fair and
irreproachable. For example, the Vali (called Bali in Thai) episode is explained that Rama shoots Vali
because the latter formerly pledged that if he took Tara as his wife, not giving her to Sugriva, he would die of
Narayana'sarrow. Valiisalso given the choice by Ramaof havingatiny scar and living but he prefersto die.
The role of the Ramayana on world thought and culture

Some critics seem to dwell on the minor facts that show Rama as being unfair to Sita, Lakshman being unkind
to Surpanakha but overlook the good examples which are abound in the Ramayana. Some use the present
day standard to measure an ancient deed and find some deeds not up to their expectation. Then they conclude
that the Ramayana is irrelevant to the modern age. The conclusion is regrettable because they miss so many
valuable points, miss the beauty of the story and the spirituality of the epic. Some can accept Star Wars but
find the Ramayana unconvincing. If certain prejudice can be avoided, one can find great value and culture
deriving from the Ramayana. The main point of the story is Rama's benevolence and gentleness, Lakshman's
and Hanuman's unconditional devotion to Rama and the triumph of good over evil as symbolized in the battle
between Ramaand Ravana.

The most moving part of the Rama story is the love and loyalty between brothers. Instead of fighting and
killing each other for power, Rama gladly goes into exile so that his brother Bharata can reign over Ayodhya.
Bharata, instead of feeling happy to be king, goes to beg Rama to return, offering back Rama's rightful throne
which Rama again declines, keeping his word that he will go into exile for 14 years according to his father's
command. Ifpeople act like Ramaand Bharata, there will be no war but peaceful co-existence.

Another moving part of the story is the love between Ramaand Sita. The latter refuses to remain in the palace
while her husband goes to live in the forest. Sita

wants to be with Rama and serve Rama with no fear of discomfort or hardship. Being captured by Ravana,
she remains faithful to Ramatill he wins her back honourably.

The epic inspires creative works, all forms of art, and helps bring the culture of peace and self-sacrifice
through its beauty of poetry, painting, sculpture, performing arts an applied arts such as making costumes,
masks and puppets. Inaddition, the epic brings love and understanding among people of all races, creeds and
ideologies who, through the appreciation of the Ramayana, feel like brothers and sisters to one another.
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The Concept of Conflict Resolution & Peace Making
In Valmiki's Ramayana

Hridayananda Gogoi

In most of the Shakespearean tragedies conflict is the central theme, the supreme
focus which resulted into multiple focal interests and as a result many unexpected
become visible and many expected become unexpected. It is obvious that all characters
normally prefer to stay a long, however or whatever its consequences might be in any
case. The conflict is the reason for which it occurs. Hence the reasons must be found out
for which the conflict plays a major role in most of the happenings of the world. Then
only the process of conflict resolution will go ahead to reach peace and prosperity.

It's also a fact that history of any time, irrespective of cast, creed and colour shows
clearly that conflict plays a major role in developing all sorts of happenings, good or bad,
best or worst, lost or gains, given or taken and so on. But whenever conflict is supposed to
resolve all misfortunes, it denotes such a platform which generates peace and tranquility.

Since time immemorial the Indian society as well as its people have been
experiencing the powerful influence of the great epics -- the Ramayana and the
Mahabharata. As we notice the influence of the Ramayana is not only in literature but
also spreads to a vast field of culture. On the basis of the stories and episodes of the
Ramayana many people succeed in their respective fields like paintings, sculptures,
performing arts etc. Since the Sanskrit playwrights Bhasa, Bhavabhuti, Rajshekhar and
others, the Ramayana has been influencing Indian classical dances, plays, paintings and
sculptures to a great extent. Inthe middle ages several regional theatres were brought into
effect among which the major theatres were Ankia, Rash Lila, Ram Lila, Swanga,
Nowtongki, Bhawai, Tamasha, Lalit, Yakshagaan, Kuriyattam, Chou Ramayana of
Mayurbhanj, Ramayana dance of Purulia and Kathakali of Kerol. The influence of the
Ramayana is also noticed in the field of puppet and marionette plays performed in the
states like Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Rajasthan, Assam and Madhya
Pradesh. However, here we intend to discuss only those aspects which have been
playing a major role in conflict resolution and peace making in maintaining love for all
of us.

One accepts the story of Ramayana at different levels; as a mere tale with
impressive character studies; as a masterpiece of literary composition; or even as a
scripture. According to R.K.Narayan, an eminent Indian writer in English, as one's
understanding develops, one discerns subtler meanings; the symbolism becomes more
defined and relevant to the day to day life. The Ramayana in the fullest sense of the term
could be called abook of “perennial” philosophy.

The numerous exploits of Sri Rama had one objective. It was restoration of peace at all
fronts. He started this important mission of his life while still very young. At a particular
juncture of youth, under the guidance of their mentor the great Raajarshi Vishwamitra,



Sri Rama, along with his brother Lakshmana, performed great feats of valor at the site of
the holy yagna performed by the Raajarshi along with the other sages. In the series of
events that preceded and followed that significant yagna, Sri Rama

eliminated numerous demons and demonesses who haunted the otherwise peaceful and
holy forests that were the abode of learned peace-loving ascetics. In spite of the fact that
ascetics remain detached towards worldly affairs and transitory modes of enjoyment,
they are not ignorant concerning the well being of the worldly people. In fact these
people living in seclusion are the ones who have pure and humane feelings towards those
people pivoting around the wheel of mundane existence. Sri Rama represented the man
of the worldly society. He could have realized the long outstanding outcome of the
experience and favor of the ascetics towards their counterpart the worldly people. So, he
thought that it was his utmost duty to look through their personal safety and preservation
of their holy rites from the sinful intension of the demons creating havoc in the forest
region. Even demonesses weren't spared. The one and only reason of this bloodshed was
restoration of peace in that forest region and the society at large.

The agreement between Rama and Kaikeyi to go to exile is a kind of concept of conflict
resolution as the King was already in great turmoil. Sri Rama's decision to honor Kaikeyi
Is nothing but to rescue the King from untruth & disregard. While Koukhalya gives
advice to Rama to keep trust on truth, to keep company of pious people, to keep on
continuing the profession of Sadhus, the process of peace making has again got a
comfortable momentum. Koukhalya's advice to Janaki to keep company with her
husband even in the days of destruction is another kind of concept for conflict resolution
as the poet intends to clarify that sometimes wife may go to other extent while her
husband falls in worst days. Again while Sumantra came back after dropping Rama, Sita
and Lakshmana, the King realized that he had failed to think that he should discuss the
consequences with the intellectuals arising after that Kaikeyi's demand. The King then
felt that had it been discussed earlier such unfortunate things could not have happened as
such.

While Rama gives advice to Bharata in the Chitrakut hills it is found that Rama has given
moral lessons how to rule a Kingdom, how to select ministers, what should be the
qualities of ministers, what sort of respect he should pay to his seniors in several fields
and so on. He gives stress on those qualities that can actually bring peace and tranquility
in the State. In short Rama has shown the way of ruling a Kingdom peacefully with all its
good company and quality. He has given advice to Bharata to look after the State from all
sides whether may it be administration, selection, decision, execution, suggestion,
protection, formation, admission, generation etc.

While Jabali tried to convince Rama to go back to Ayodhya with his untruth and unlawful approaches,
Rama replied to him that he should notforce him with such undesirable words. Because he
always keeps faith in truth, trusts in hard work, believes in the service of mankind, wants
to do for the betterment of well being of the people & society as a whole. Therefore,
Jabali should not try to disapprove him in this path of life. At last Jabali agreed upon him
and admitted that he said like this because he wanted Rama to come back to his own State
for the well being of the people asawhole.
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Again, while Rama was requested by the Brahmins of Nandakaranya, he agreed to kill
the rakshas who were destroying their ritual activities. Although Sita urged Rama not to
kill innocent rakshas Rama gave her a lesson that while the saints were seeking his help,
he was committed to help them. Rama's killing of Khara, Dushan, Trisira etc. along with
their thousands and thousands army indicates his victory not only for the saints but also
for the restoration of peace in that Chitrakut in Dandakaranya.

Maricha's advice to Ravana not to kidnap Sita was the highest kind of attempt to
maintain peace and tranquility. Ravana did not show proper response, rather he ignored
him and gave order to help him in kidnapping Janaki. Maricha laid several examples
regarding powerful and heroic character of Sri Rama and tried to convince him that his
attempt or kidnapping would destroy all of themhis State and people as a whole. So here
Maricha's significant advice indicates his attempt of restoration of peace in long run.

Sita's appeal to Ravana not to kidnap her because that would result destruction clearly
shows how she had attempted to control conflicts & restore peace. Her suggestion
narrating Rama's heroic and morals indicates this process of peace making to a great
extent.

Again, Jatayu's attempt to rescue Sita is another process of conflict resolution and peace
making as well. While Ravana has defeated Jatayu it seems that the process goes in vain,
but it continues with a great pace until it attains proper dimension. While Ramawas in his
absolute anger due to Sita's kidnapping he told Lakshmana that he would destroy the
whole universe if no body dares to give proper reply regarding her missing. Then
Lakshmana made it clear that if Sita was kidnapped by someone, then no need to punish
the whole universe as it would not justify at all. In this time Lakshmana's appeal as well
as advice to Rama implies his attempt to avoid conflict and to maintain a path for the
peace making.

Kabandha's advice to Rama to build up friendship with Sugriva is again another step for conflict
resolution & peace making. According to Kabandha, such type of bondage will generate power to
control unlimited pains & conflict and shows light for an understanding. While Bali was about to

fight with Sugriva, his wife Tara advised him not to fight rather to accept his brother with duly
offered honor and recognition. To avoid his destruction, Bali should also know that
anger could only lead to the end, not to an upliftment. So, Tara's advice to rescue him
implies the process of conflict resolution. Of course Bali did not put any right
response. Again Tara's consolation to Lakshmana while he was about to scold Sugriva
who had forgotten his commitment signifies another attempt of conflict resolution.

Even in the last part of Kiskindhakandna, Hanuman's self confidence came into being
due to constant support and encouragement received from Jambavan. While all the
“bandarsenas” were tired and not in a position to go beyond the sea, then Jambavan
revealed the story of Hanuman's birth and reminds him about his indomitable power and
resistence. At last, Hanuman regained his energy and determined to solve the problems
by crossing the great sea as well as by finding a way for bringing back peace. Hence it
must be said that there are lot of such instances that show how the situation is understood
to resolve conflictand to restore peace and tranquility as a whole.
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The Divinity of Rama in Valmiki's Ramavana

Dr Nicholas Sutton
Oxford Centre for Hindu Studies
Home Address:37 Cotton Lane
Moseley, Birmingham B13 9SB

The character of Rama in Valmiki's Ramayana has a dual identity as both a manifestation of Narayana on earth
(an avatar of Sri Vishnu), and as a principled member of human society who closely adheres to the regulations
incumbent upon a man of virtue. And in these two identities Rama is able to play two distinct roles within the
realm of Indian spirituality, being on the one hand the object of intense devotion for some of those who pursue the
way of bhakti and on the other acting as a role model whose righteous demeanour and rigid adherence to dharma
serve as the perfect example for all human beings to follow. Here we may note from the outset a marked contrast
with the Krishna avatar who like Rama is a destroyer of the forces of adharma and like Rama is an object of
devotion, but who can never be regarded as role model for human beings. Indeed both the Mahabharata and the
Bhagavata Purana go to great lengths to emphasise the divinity of Sri Krishna, which marks an absolute
distinction between his person and the human sphere. After gopi-lila in the Bhagavata King Parikit asks Suka
how Krishna could indulge in acts that must be regarded as adharma. To this the sage replies by explaining that
Sri Krishna is not human but is the Supreme Deity and as such exists in a realm of transcendence where the
dualities of good and evil, dharma and adharma, to not apply.

As we move to consider the divinity of Rama in more detail it will I think be useful to bear this comparison with
Krishna in mind, as it is instructive in a number of ways. Returning to the original suggestion of Rama's dual
identity as human role model and divine object of worship, we might note a parallel difference in the emphasis of
the two major biographies of Rama, Tulsidas's Ram-Charit-Manas, written in Hindi and the more ancient
Sanskrit Ramayana of Valmiki. Tulsidas is a Rama bhakta and as a consequence tells the tale of a divine avatar
who is to be adored and worshipped. Valmiki, on the other hand, seems to be more concerned with the human
identity of Dasaratha's son and the manner in which he conducts his life with constant and unwavering dedication
to dharma. And if we read through the Sanskrit slokas of the Ramayana we will find that outside of the first and
the final books, the Bala and the Uttara khandas, Rama is referred to as divine only on very rare occasions, and
then somewhat obliquely.

How are we to understand this feature of Valmiki's great work? Some Western scholars have theorised that there
was an original secular epic tale narrating the life of Rama who was known only as a great king in this initial
phase of the story's development. It is theorised that this original warrior epic was supplemented at a later date
by writers of a Vaishnava persuasion who added the first and the last books in which Rama is revealed as a
descent of God. This interpretation offers a rather simple explanation for the fact that in the bulk of the
Ramayana the central character is represented as being no more than a man of great virtue and unmatchable
prowess. | wish to suggest here, however, that if this interpretation is accepted then significant elements of the
Valmiki Ramayana's value as a didactic text will be lost. If these later Vaishnava writers wished to convert a
human hero into a divinity then it would have been a simple enough task to add verses throughout the entire work
inwhich the reader would be reminded of Rama's identity with Narayana. Inmy view the reticence shown in this
respect by Valmiki is deliberate and arises from the nature and role of the Rama avatar and Valmiki's principal
intention in relating his story.

This question is highlighted particularly in a passage that we find towards the end of Valmiki's Yuddha Kanda
(Chapter 117, vs 10). After Rama's destruction of Ravana and his followers, the gods descend from their domain
and glorify him as the Supreme Deity, the original creator of the three worlds—trayanam api lokanam adi-karta
(6.117.7). Sri Rama gives an interesting response to this eulogy, atmanam manusham manye ramam
dasarathatma-jam, “| think of myself just as Rama, a human being, the son of Dasarath,” and then asks Brahma
to give his view on this matter. Brahma himself, the leader of the gods, then speaks and once again emphasises to
Rama his identity with Bhagavan Narayana. The obvious implication of this account of Valmiki's is that Rama
walked the earth performing heroic deeds without any awareness of his own divine nature and it is for this reason
that Rama is not identified with Narayana in most of the chapters of Ramayana.

There are, however, a number of problems that arise if we accept this interpretation. Firstly, how is it possible
that a manifestation of God could be unaware of his own divinity? Could it be that in order to take on a human
form Narayana had to accept human limitations and thus limit the extent of his self-knowledge? If this view is
accepted then it gives us arather unusual picture of the avatara accepting the limitations as well as the
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form of the being he becomes. Moreover, this is certainly not the way Krishna is portrayed in the Mahabharata
and in the Bhagavata Purana, where he is shown to be consistently conscious of his own divinity and therefore
wholly untroubled in his sojourn through the vicissitudes of human existence. Therefore the question we are
forced to ask is why there should be such a notable difference between the two most prominent human avataras of
Narayana. And in the remainder of this paper | would like to suggest some rather obvious reasons for these
significant differences between the Ramayana and the Mahabharata in their accounts of God's descent to earth.

Here | think we must look at the role that is played by these two avataras. Krishna himself proclaims that
he has appeared to protect the righteous, to destroy the wicked and to sustain dzarma in this world and when we
look at this statement of the Bhagavad Gita (Chapter 4, verse 8) we will see that it could be equally applied to
Rama. However, whether we look at the actions of Krishna on the battlefield at Kurukshetra or in the forests
around Vrindaban we will see that the avatara shows little concern for those very rules of dharma that he is
apparently so anxious to sustain—dharma-samsthaparthaya. InVrindaban he becomes the lover of other men's
wives whilst at Kurukshetra he urges the use of adharmic means to bring about the deaths of Bhishma, Drona,
Karna and Duryodhana. And in the instructions he gives to his comrades, he stresses that dharma is a subtle
matter and that one should not therefore be overly preoccupied with rigid adherence to rules. We might note,
however, that the Mahabharata refers to Krishna's justification for the means adopted to kill Duryodhana as
dharma-chalam, a dishonest breach of dharma (9.59.22). All of this of course stands in marked contrast to the
life and ideals of Sri Rama as they are represented by Valmiki in his Ramayana. Rama is utterly devoted to
dharma and will never take any action that compromises his principles.

There is | would suggest a clear relationship between the contrasting attitudes to dharma displayed by
Krishna and Rama and the extent to which the divinity of these two heroes is emphasised in the narratives of the
Mahabharata and the Ramayana. The point is highlighted most effectively in the passage of the Bhagavata
Purana referred to previously, which follows on from Suka's account of Krishna's gopi-lila, his dancing with
milkmaids on the banks of the Yamuna River. Somewhat shocked by what he has heard from the son of Wasa,
King Pariksit who is hearing the Purana asks how a Deity who has descended to preserve dharma could act in a
manner that clearly contravenes religious principles (10.33.26-29). Sukadevaji responds to this challenge by
pointing out that Krishna is divine and not human; therefore his actions cannot be judged according to the
standards of dharma demanded in human society. Shiva Bhagavan drank an ocean of poison, which is
impossible for any human being; just as we cannot imitate this act of God so we should not judge Krishna's gopi-
lila according to human standards. As the God of the Old Testament says to his servant Job, “My ways are not
your ways”.

Although the Mahabharata suggests no such justification for Krishna's apparent disregard for dharma it is
not unreasonable to infer such an understanding from it. And hence we can recognise here a clear connection
emerging between the absence of any emphasis on the divinity of Rama and his close adherence to dharma. Itis
seems clear that despite a limited congruence in the roles played by Krishna and by Rama when they are present
on earth there are also clear differences. Krishnacomes to make a display of his divinity and to speak to the world
as a direct revelation of God. He has taken on a manushim tanum, a human form, but that humanity is only
superficial. The divinity is never far beneath the surface. In the Valmiki Ramayana, however, the avatara of
Rama does not display the nature of God but rather he adopts the guise of a perfect human being and teaches the
world in thisway as an ideal role model.

Each and every one of us will be aware that every day choices arise in life in which we must decide between
what is pleasing and what is virtuous. The Katha Upanishad refers to these choices as the preyas and the shreyas
and glorifies Nachiketas for his ability to accept only the latter and to renounce the former. That same teaching is
delivered by the Ramayana through its representation of Sri Rama as one who always prioritises dharma over
self-interest, sreyas over preyas. To keep his father's promise he abandons his kingdom, he is never dishonest in
his dealings and at the end he discharges his beloved wife Sita rather than allow adharma to prevail in his
kingdom. This is the way a perfect man should act and perhaps because humanity can never quite reach this
absolute standard of perfection it is required that God himself, the creator and sustainer of the world, must appear
in a human guise so as to exhibit the ultimate perfection of dharma to which we must always aspire, however
frequently we find ourselves falling short.

Now then we can return to the discussion that | raised at the beginning of this paper as to why it is that the
Ramayana is so reticent in revealing the divine identity of its hero and in urging us to accept amood of worshipful
devotion to the Lord in this form of Sri Rama. It seems that Valmiki is not intent on presenting a bhakti-shastra
(perhaps leaving that function to be taken up at a later date by Tulsidas), but rather to offer the world a treatise on
the perfection of dharma. And because dharma applies to humanity and never to divinity itis required that Rama
be represented as human rather than divine for only in this way can the lesson be properly taught. Rama himself
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is clearly aware of the role that he is playing and the lesson that he is teaching to humanity and it is for this reason

that he is somewhat unwilling to accept the eulogies of the gods when they descend to earth from their abode.
This representation stands as a marked contrast to the way in Krishna is portrayed in the Mahabharata and more
especially in the Bhagavata Purana. Here it is the divinity of the avatar that is consistently emphasised and for
this reason there is less of a need to show Krishna as a rigid adherent of dharma. He is the Supreme Deity and
hence the idea of his having to accept any form of rules or restraints on his conduct would be incongruous.

This then more or less completes my principal thesis on Valmiki's reticence in stressing the divinity of Rama, but
I would like to conclude by referring to two incidents from the Valmiki Ramayana that often raise questions
about Rama's identity as a role model for human dharma. In the classes we conduct on the Ramayana the two
incidents that consistently give rise to the most discussion are firstly Rama'’s shooting of the monkey king Bali
from behind a tree and secondly his banishment of his wife Sita, which seems to be an unjust and even cruel act.
One has to admit from the outset that both of these events are problematic, but | would still suggest that there are
explanations for them. With regard to the killing of Bali, Rama himself tells the dying monkey that because of
his wicked act in taking his brother's wife, he was a criminal and it is the duty of a king to punish criminals with
extreme force. And if we look to the Mahabharata we find that Yudhishthira, whose character in many ways
resembles that of Rama, is quite often criticised for his excessive scruples. Bhishma expresses the view that
Yudhishthira's nature makes him unsuitable to be a king and in the teachings he gives on Raja Dharma, he is quite
adamant in asserting that in times of difficulty a king must do what is necessary to fulfil his objectives. For both
Yudhishthira and indeed for Rama, the rather devious nature of this kshatriya-dharma would appear to be
unsuitable, but perhaps we are being given a hint in the Bali incident that there will be times when a political
leader must be prepared to bend the rules a little.

The banishment of Sita is of course deliberately omitted by Tulsidas, who apparently found the incident too
painful to record. | know that many find Rama's behaviour here so unjust that it cannot be regarded as congruent
with dharma, and indeed there are even suggestions that his motivation for this action was to preserve his own
reputation. There isno doubtthatthis part of the Ramayana is problematic, and | have occasionally reflected that
it may be designed to show us the dangers of adhering too rigidly to a set of preordained rules (whilst of course of
in the Gita Krishnatells us yathecchasi tatha kuru, we can do as we like!) It seems that the only solution that can
be offered is that here again Rama is showing us that dharma must take priority over everything we cherish and
long for in life. There is no doubting Rama's intense love for Sita; she is the one person in all the world he truly
adores and yet for the sake of his dharma he is prepared to give up even his beloved wife. In narrative terms this
may well be regarded as a hyperbolic action but still the lesson is clear; dharma is the beginning, middle and end
of life and everything else is secondary.

Thus we can still maintain that Rama, like Yudhishthira, is the Dharma Raja whose life as a human being shows
us a perfect example. Of course many believers will choose to follow the bhakti marg of Tulsidas, regarding Sri
Rama as more divine than human and worshipping him in amood of intense love. Butthis, | perceive, is not the
primary aim of Valmiki who wishes to present Rama as the perfect human being, the ideal exemplar for every one
of us. And this is the real reason that the divinity of its hero is rather de-emphasised in his version of the
Ramayana, regardless of what the modern critical scholars may try to tell us.
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Ramayana and Environment in the 21% Century.
Dr. H. N. Misra

The Ramayana is generally regarded as the first poetical work of human
origin and its traditional author Valmiki, as the first Indian poet. Of the
two great epics of India, Ramayana is a later creation than Mahabharata.
The epic period, in the chronological past history of India 1s between 600
B.C. to 200 A.D., though the origin of its stories can be traced in the

Vedic Literature.

This is the period when the Vedic hymns lost their original force and
meaning and when ceremonial religion appealed to the common people
and caste grew into prominence. Change in the habits of thought is
noticed not by a single influence but by combination of many. There are
many indications to show that it was an age of intellectual interest, a
period of immense philosophic activity and many sided development.

This is the time when aryanisation was taking place from west to east.
The common people to whom Vedas and Upanishads had no access,
‘came to acquire the Vedic and Upanishadic teachings through stories,

_poems, dramas and songs and finally through the media of Puranas or

- smritis of which Ramayana and Mahabharata played a prominent part.

" The Brahmins tried to allegorise the myth and symbol, the fable and
legend in which the new tribes delighted and the Brahmins accepted the
worship of the tribal gods and attempted to reconcile them all with Vedic
Culture. The epics of Ramayana and Mahabharata speak to us of the
growth of the Vedic religion during the period of Aryan expansion. The
Ramayana deals with the wars of the Aryans with the then natives of

India who adopted the Aryan civilisation.

In Ramayana, we may however, distinguish two stages of development —
. an earlier epic phase and the later religious adaptation. Of the seven parts
of the Ramayana the parts II and VI are original and parts |to VIl are
later addition. The main parts of the Ramayana is secular; Rama is only a
good and great man, a high souled hero and not a avatar of Visnu. But in
the second phase there is an attempt to make Rama an avatar of Visnu.
The Ramayana has 24,000 couplets. There are also distinct versions of the
Ramayana varying from different parts of India, offering somewhat
different accounts of the story. The version known in South East Asia in
Thailand and Indonesia, include further versions but the message of the
Ramayana remains the same. Of the main translated versions of the
Ramayana, Tulsidas’s in Hindi, Kumban’s in Tamil and Kirittibasa’s in
Bengali remained dominant in Northern, Southern and Eastern parts of

India.
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The Ramayana of Valmiki is essentially an epic work. Its hero Rama, the
model of virtue, is made the incarnation of Visnu — who took form on
earth as Avatar for the repression of wrong and the inculcation of virtue
or Dharma. What was originally an epic poem is transformed into a
vaisnava treatise of Bhakti movement. Its role, in this respect, in bringing
together and uniting men of different caste and creed is invaluable.

The Ramayana is not history or biography — it is a part of Hindu
Mythology. Mythology is an integral part of religion. It acts as a spiritual
foundation of a nation’s culture and identity. Its message gives us
inspiration and guides us to high ideals.

The story of the Ramayana is well known to every Indian. The role of the
Ramayana in influencing domestic values and moulding Indian characters
are immense and perennial. The honesty, truth, love, sincerity, dutifulness
that we find in Rama, the chastity and kindness of Sita, the brotherly
affection of L.axamana and Bharata and finally the pure love of
Hanumana as a servant to his master Rama have been archetypes of

conduct for many generations.

The legend of the Ramayana and the truth it contains has supplied poets
and dramatists, theologians and political thinkers, painters and sculptors
all over India and the Far East with its principal themes and never failing
inspiration. Thus directly or indirectly its message has permeated the
national consciousness and spread far and away, influencing the thinking
of nearly half the population of the world.

If in one word one has to summarise the core message of the Ramayana,
itis ‘Dharma’ - the truth. Dharma is an unique word in Indian vocabulary.
It has no synonym in European languages. It is not religion. Dharma for
man is the best expression of what he is in truth. Chinese sage Lao-tze
said “Those who have virtue attend to their obligation: those who have no
virtue attend to their claims”. Where civilisation is not related to an inner
ideal, but to an attraction which is external, it seeks to satisfy its endless
claims. But ‘Dharma’ gives us power and joy to fulfil our obligations.

-19-



Science has lifted man from many fears and uncertainties of his primitive
past but landed him in a chaos with different kinds of fears and
uncertainties. Man feels dazed and helpless at this scientific progress. He
finds himself in an abyss of darkness where his past is unrecoverable,
present is uncertain and future an interrogation. Modern crisis is a crisis
of spiritual emptiness. There is a present tendency to overlook the
spiritual and exalt the intellectual.

Attempts to bring some order into this chaos through mechanical means,
through political adjustments have proved failure. The destiny of the
human race depends upon what guides to the path of light — to the path of
right action — to the path of right thinking. A society can be remade only
by changing men’s hearts and minds. However much we may desire to
make all things new, we cannot escape from our roots in the past.

We do not claim that our ancient thinking has a complete answer to the
present days problems but perhaps its basic beliefs and philosophy are not

irrelevant.
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Ramayan and the Future of Generation

Minakshi Goswami Borthakur

For long people from various fields have been confined to a fact that the famous epic Ramayan has been
asource of great inspiration in lot of ways. Perhaps, because of this people from all over the world have
been trying to relate its numerous aspects so that it becomes more meaningful, even if other trends in
various languages float to influence people, the new generation will find out relevance in the pages of
Ramayan.

Nowadays in the time of unrest and turmoil all over the world people want to eradicate such misfortunes
with the help of cultural and literary explorations. Based on this idea which would explore roots to
eliminate unrest & unhappiness, misunderstanding and misfortunes, violence and stagnation etc.
people are looking forward with the help of great works. Ramayan has that sort of basic essence of
humanistic approach which can lead those paths to find out roots for such eliminations. Probably this is
the firstand foremost concern of any serious new generation.

To elaborate this concept we have to go a bit deeper. Ramayan can be considered as the source of
courage, sacrifice, spirit of renunciation, purity, truth, faith and fertility. If we consider it as the
embodiment of culture, work and responsibility various characters, even some of them enduring at the
hands of 'asuras', struggle to fight injustice. There are many positive outlooks of the epic.

Lord Ram himself stands for chivalrous character. His valor and responsibility to his duty reminds
about his moral dedication to the people & his kingdom. His acceptance of exile is one of the supreme
honor & respects to his father King Dasaratha. His decision to honor Kaikeyi is again not only because
of his motherly affection but to honor his father in the name of truth. He believes that if the people of a
Kingdom should get adequate respect and scope to live peacefully. Then only peace and happiness will
sustain in a state. Therefore the king must be true to his conscience and should prefer happiness of the
people than to his own. While this sort of things will prevail in the state, the people will be the happy.
Because of this feeling and responsibility Ram himself is very much strict. He sends his wife Sita to
'banabas’ only to satisfy his fellow people of the state so that they can realize that his personal interest is
less important than his people. He has established one more example that the King should also
concentrate on one wife only whereas at that time there was a tradition of marrying and keeping several
wives. This is another important issue of a great king. So, the whole mission of Sree Ram is to establish
awork culture from his childhood to the ruler of Ayodhya through his fourteen years long 'banabas’ it is
found that work is always his prime duty. Work is his vision, ambition and after all work is his greatest
pledge of dedication to the service of Ayodhya and her people and to the still larger cause of humanity.
While he was in exile for the fourteen years he got several opportunities to speak about morals, good-
governance etc. For example his speech to Bali during his last moment may be mentioned in this
context. So, Ram's every step has a justification for which his objectives are very much clear too. On the
other hand, Ramayan has shown us some negative aspects that are also to be noted for the future
generation. It has been established that many incidents, occurred because of women. In some cases
women provoke themselves, in some cases they tempt others. But they become the roots of all
misfortunes and as a result incidents, even wars have come up from time to time. The King of Ayodhya,
Dasaratha had three wives. If we consider the character of Kaikeyi what do we find, it was because of
her the king had to send Ram for “banabas” as she desired her son Bharat to become the next king of
Ayodhya. At the same time, it was Manthara who had insisted Kaikeyi to her nasty game. Even more
Kaikeyie's lust for power and greed is another negative factor of awoman.
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Again Ravana's end was inevitable because of his punishable steps shown towards Mata Sita. Ravana
had the company of intelligent and wise wife like Mandodary. But he did not pay attention and
importance towards her positive advice rather he ignored her. At the same time, it was again another
woman, his own sister Suparnakha who misinterpreted and misguided him about -- Ram, Sita &
Lakshmana. As a result, Ravana lost his positive thinking. These are some obvious facts that women are
playing a big role in many incidents. Apart from main characters there are several other woman
characters too, for example Ahalya, who had played a vital role in dealing with those situations and can
also be responsible for the degradation. Hence these are some important facts, which will highlight
degradation of a powerful male character because of some influence he has already got from females.
Ramayan will define these negative aspects to the future generation.

There are several other significance for which Ramayan will an be suitable for the future generation. As
we have already pointed out, Ram's character always depicts the work-culture. And it is that culture
which the 'Dharma’, the religion denotes. According to scholars the '‘Dharma’ teaches us the way of
survival that is, do and die. People feel encouraged hearing Ram's 'Raj-Avishek'. He stands for
'‘Dharma’. To become a great King, Dharma is not essential. Ramayan teaches this in details. A king
must have power, intelligence, courage and above all, must have a better moral standpoint. Moreover
victory never comes without any sacrifice. One has to bear that patience too. At the same time,
Ramayan teaches about pride & fulfillment. It encourages women too. The characters of Kaushalya,
Sumitra and Sita have become a source of inspiration for women. It is a fact that Sita has been
recognized as Mata Sita only because of her loyality, dedication and sacrifice. Every woman all over the
world prefers this quality should be a part of awoman.

Apart from this, Ramayan also teaches some secrets of life savings known as "ayur vardhak'. The future
generation will find it interesting in the days of hi-tech. To control one's self is to save the whole country.
Anger and revenge must be dominated up to an extent. Whenever one feels by heart the right time for
action he should not spoil his time. Misfortunes can be overcome if one has that ability to fight it away.
Like the message of Hemingway Ramayan also teaches us that a man may be defeated but cannot be
destroyed. Ram, himself being the 'avatar' of Lord Vishnu, is defected several times, but at last he has
won the victory. And that's because of his inner most character, his dignity, sincerity, courage,
dedication and above all his pious moral character. He has become able to overcome all the odds and
misfortunes only because of this type of character.

The sincerity & sacrifice of Lakshmana to his brother Ram is also another point to be cited here.
Bharat's respect to his brother Ram is again another positive aspect. Even Bivisan's advice to Ravana
also indicates his sincerity and righteousness. The friendship of Ram and Surgiva, Sugriva's advice to
Bali, Hahuman's dedication & sacrifice to Lord Ram and so on are some other aspects which denote the
positive outlooks.

Hence, it can be considered very rightly that Ramayan is quite relevant to the future generation. It not
only depicts the destruction of impious people and their world as a whole, but also makes clear about the
uplift of right, pious & wise people. The new generation will be encouraged through the quality of good
characters. At the sametime they will be warned against the evils too. So, in the world of good and evils
new generation will be able to find out their ways with the help of this great epic Ramayan. .
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ROLE OF RAMAYANA IN ESTABLISHING WORLD PEACE

Dr. Mrs. S. SIDDHARTHA
Theosophical Society
Chennai - 600 020
INDIA.

World Peace is no miracle or mystery, for us to say 'abracadabra’ and for it to rise like the rabbit from the
hat of the magician. Itis a Reality for which we have to strive hard with perseverance. Reason, faith,
compassion and vision have to combine, followed by endeavour at global level. Even peace at home,
peace of mind or peace intheory, is not easily got. What to say of World peace?

There are numerous instances of attempts to establish peace that we see in the past — The league of
Nations and the United Nations, after the two world wars. Even inthe present, Israel and Lebanon have
been asked to come to the negotiation table for peace talks.

In this context Ramayana has a definite role to play, in attempting to establish world- peace. To quote —
'Ramayana combines in itself literature, culture and spiritualism and thus has a unique role in
influencing the minds and hearts of the world community, thus enabling them to make common efforts
in the fields of world-peace, friendship and brotherhood. Usually we think of treaties, cease-fire or
intervention by a powerful country as means of bringing peace. But Ramayana, everything said and
done, isjustastory, abook —a historical and fictional treatise, notatreaty. If so, in whatway does it play
arole inestablishing peace?

This is possible because Ramayana is not just a text. In Indian literature, Valmiki's Ramayana, because
of being in the Sanskrit language, has a unique place of honour. Popularly known as the Adi Kavya, the
first poetical work, it marked the beginning of the classical Sanskrit. What preceded it — the Vedas,
Upanishads, Manusmriti etc., are for the learned people, and through the learned, they come to the
common people. On the other hand Mahabharata and Ramayana are woven into the very fabric of
every Indian's life. But the two epics are different. While Mahabharata projects stories of life as it is,
Ramayana depicts life as it should be or could be. Great characters stand forth as ideals of right and
wrong. The reader can feel their inspiring nobility or their repellant manners.

Itis believed that the beginnings of the Ramayana story existed in the stories recited by the bards (orally,
as there was no writing then) to common people in congregations, big and small. So it was not just a
written word but the vibrant, soulful and emotional voices of the bards that the people heard, and they
identified themselves with the characters, incidents, joys and sorrows of the story. This magnetic and
mesmerizing pull continued even after it became the Valmiki- Ramayana. So Ramayana is just not a
literary treasure but a narrative which makes for fellowship and reconciliation. A study of this great
epic helps us to treat human beings with understanding and generosity, as it contains a code of life, a
philosophy of social and ethical relations. Its lessons are thus conducive to world peace.

The Ramayana has got very powerful negative characters too. So the question arises naturally — How
can Ravanaand Surpanakha; Kaikeyi and Manthara help in bringing about the peaceful ambience? The
answer lies in a basic principle of Physics. The world process is carried on by means of opposing
forces. The powers of divinity in each one of us evolves gradually and blossoms. In order that this
evolution may take place, two things are necessary —two forces that apparently work the one against the
other. One pushes on evolution and that is seen as helping it. The other pushes against evolution, and
thatis seenashindering it. Butthe appearance is deluding. The force that pushes against evolutionis as
necessary, for it is the one which pushes it onwards. e.g., we can turn the bicycle wheel easily in the air,
but the bicycle does not go on. Only when you place the wheel on the ground, which offers resistance to
it, canitgoon. Thisresistance, which makes possible for forward movement of the world, is called evil.
The evil is used rightly when we strive against it, for then the efforts call out our divine nature. Evil too
isgod's servantas much as geod, but serves him in adifferentway. Whenwe yield to evil, it pushes us
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back, but when we strive against it, it gives us the resistance that enables us to go forward. Rama stands

for the good, and Ravana for the evil. Both are parts of the Samsarachakra. But Rama stands supreme
as an ideal and a symbol of the extent of man's goodness; a reassertion of bravery and compassion, of
character and justice. So we too have to be strong to resist the evil of the world. India’s President APJ
Abdul Kalam always says that if we make ourselves strong, nuclear-power-wise and otherwise, then
only will we be respected. World peace is not a very easy target to achieve, in the modern context. The
technological advancement, scientific tools and other mechanical appliances and contrivances have
created peculiar but dangerous problems in the modern age. Wars must have been there from the time
of Adam, Eve and the Serpent — but wars, their nature, their aftermath — everything is different now.
Once upon a time — not far back — strife and war were a sectional matter of humanity. It could have been
likened to a game, however dangerous a one, in which one party could win and in which some section of
humanity remained indifferent or had a spectator-role, without being involved or being in any way
damaged by it. The position has seriously and diametrically changed with the advancement of
technology. The world has shrunk, the time consumed in covering distances has been reduced. Radio,
television, airplanes, computer and cell phones have miraculously brought us closer. Butthis closeness
has resulted in mental distancing. So today we have a Global havoc. Religious prejudices, racial
grudges, social idiosyncrasies and cultural mindset are ready to spark the fire of animosity. And this
time on, there is no Dharma Yuddha like that of Kurukshetra. Inthe present-day nuclear-war, no nation
would emerge victorious. The matter concerns all of us as human beings, as human nations. Because
of the folly of one country or nation, the well-being of the whole human race is at stake. So world-peace
isamust, if humanity isto survive.

This is the problem which the modern context presents and quite a formidable one at that. What is being
done? Talks — bilateral, triangular, circular. But all the parties come to the table with all their
prejudices, preconceived ideas and, the worst of it all, their EGO- the feeling of 'I'. EGO must go.
People are so full of me and mine that they genuinely feel that what they are doing is right. What more!
There were people who claimed that War was the chief source of human progress. And there is no
dearth of evidence for this off-the-cuff statement. (a) Charles Darwin (1809 — 1882) put forward the
thesis that in the struggle for existence among the species, only those who are the fittest survive. The
galloping technological progress, industrialization and discoveries made in the last century during the
two world-wars and afterwards, conspicuously testify to this (b) The philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche
(1844 - 1900) upholds the idea of superman showing one's strength and supremacy by battling and
warring —and all this without any consideration of ethical or just principles. Worse were the rulers who
thought they alone were right. And we had Hitlersand Mussolinis notonly in Germany and Italy, butall
over the world.

Fortunately the antidote for this opinion is presented by Valmiki in the Yuddhakanda. At this juncture, |
would like to highlight something quite bewildering. In literature. each composition has dominant
sentiment. In the Mahabharata, the main sentiment is Shanta, not Vira. Ramayana is actually
considered the war-epic and Vira Rasa is the dominant one init. Also this Rama-Ravana war is a
unique one —awar with amessage. And during the elaborate, extensive and detailed description of the
war, the author forcefully conveys the futility of war — the war which is resting on one man's EGO.
Kumbhakarna is forced to join it. Vibhishana needs all his integrity to rebel against it, Mandodari's
persuasions are not strong enough to control the war-bitten EGO of Ravana.

Rama's invasion of Lanka starts as process of spiritual experience. The wrong- doer had to be punished.
Though Victory on Rama's side is taken for granted, there are moments of suspense and serious upsets
on his side too. [War, indeed, is a gamble]. Indrajit's magical sacrifice at the temple to make himself
invincible is symbolic of the monstrous ambitions that war injects in the lusty war-mongers.
Kumbhakarna's role in this war- epic is a very significant one, carrying a definite message against war.
Though gigantic in size, he has his heart in the right place. The author of Ramayana records his protest
against war through this character. Kumbhakarna was an unwilling participant in war, on Ravana's
side. Masses are driven to war, rather than their joining it. Right or wrong, the cause of war is always
endorsed by those who share the sense of pride, honour, kinship, racialism and nationalism, inherited by
the community. A tear of compassion for Vibhishana; pangs of remorse for having to fight against
noble Rama — this is one side of Kumbhakarna. In the excitement of war he moved blindly against
friend and foe. Hisacceptance of Ravana's cause is a matter of honour and racial pride for him. Initially
Kumbhakarna had blamed his brother Ravana for having brought this trouble on himself by an
unrighteous act, but promised, all the same, to help him.
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This giant Kumbhakarna is the author's mouthpiece for giving vent to his feelings against war. His
sincerest protest against war is conveyed by bringing out the pathos in the scenes of lamentations, in the
wailings of Tara on Bali's death, and of Rama on seeing the near-fatal injuries of Lakshmana. If good
people keep silent and the evil ones continue their barbaric activities, then we need dedicated people
like Rama to bring back a semblance of peace on earth. When two people cannot agree, they agree to
disagree. This s called co-existence, and it is one of the ways which leads to Peace. The variety in the
characters of Ramayana highlights the importance of co-existence as a precursor of peace. Each
character of the Ramayana represents one aspect of human philosophy. To illustrate: The main
character Rama, followed the path of duty and righteousness, in his attitude and conduct towards his
parents, teachers, brothers and wife — towards his friends, servants and devotees. Sita represents
compassion and grace. She suffers most but preserves herself with patience, love and devotion.
Lakshman is the ideal brother, who leaves his wife and love, to serve his brother and his wife. Bharatais
the perfect embodiment of purity and selflessness. His devotion and lack of greed lift him to heights of
human nobility. Hanuman is a warrior and an ideal ambassador. His devotion to Rama is impeccable.
Vibhishana, the brother of Ravana, always stood for truth and honour. Ravana represents evil and his
killing by Rama symbolizes the victory of good over evil. The unsung subordinate characters too are
equally inspiring — Urmila, Sumitra, Mandodari; Sumantra, Guha, Angada & Jatayu. Feelings and
emotions are stirred by all these characters. Some breed hatred and passion corrupting human life. But
the noble aura built around the human hero Rama unobtrusively gives him a super human form and so
he stands as a role-model, retaining the human element in him. The various messages from the
characters that assail us, wave after wave, are the cleansing waters of Ganga that will change the
mindset of the people.

Ramayana's message of the triumph of good over evil cuts across the barriers of space and time, and
numerous Ramayanas came up with the universal call for peace. Of them the one that became the torch-
bearer of Rama's life was Ramcharitmanas written by Goswami Tulsidas. He uses Rama himself to tell
the world what right living is. A nice mixture of ethics honesty, devotion and philanthropy — and there
will be peace on earth. Rama explains this Navadha Bhakti to Sabari in the Aranya Kanda, He says: |
recognize no other kinship except that of Devotion. Despite caste, kinship, lineage, piety, reputation,
wealth, physical strength, family, accomplishments and, ability —a man lacking in Devotion is of no
more worth than a cloud without water. | will explain Bhakti which is ninefold. The first is fellowship
with the saints; second is marked by a fondness for stories about Me (Rama). Humble service to the
lotus feet of one's preceptor is the third form of Devotion, while the fourth type of Devotion consists in
singing my praises with a guileless purpose. Chanting my name with unwavering faith constitutes the
fifth form of adoration revealed in the Vedas. The sixth variety consists in the practice of self-control
and virtue, desisting from manifold activities, and ever pursuing the course of conduct prescribed for
saints. He who practises the seventh type sees the world full of Me, without distinction, and reckons the
saints as even greater than Myself. He who cultivates the eighth type of devotion remains contended
with whatever he gets and never thinks of pointing out others' faults. The ninth form of Devotion
demands that one should be guileless and straight in one's dealings with everybody, and should in his
heart cherish implicit faith in Me (Rama) without either exultation or depression. Rama concludes by
saying —Whoever possesses any one of these nine forms of Devotion, be he man or woman or any other
creature —sentient or insentient—is most dear to me.

The eighth form of Bhakti recommends contentment. Desires are limitless. The Consumerism — the
consumeristic culture — that we see all around us shows how it is just a ‘one way traffic'. On the other
hand the sense of self-contentment is evident in many of the characters of Ramayana. Bharata goes one
step further. Hisis the self-sacrificing nature. This s the quality described in the Isa Upanishad - 'tena
tyaktena bhunjithah'. If this can be cultivated in the next so many years, Ram Rajya will be established.
The concept of 'Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam' will emerge, breaking false barriers and then we can sing
"We are the World”,

The message of World Brotherhood will bring about World Peace.
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The Role of Ramayana in Establishing World Peace

By Dr. Kush Visser from Holland
Teacher & Consultant in Vedic Sciences

Main Remarks

1) Sri Ramayanais an intensely life drama where God impersonates in a human experience and shows

the way to ideal living and how to restore Dharma (righteousness) on earth.
2) Ramayana in its full range transcends the milestones of history. It is the eternal story of human

evolution how to overcome evil and to act perfectly in spite of the circumstances.
3) Ramayana relates its unique story on all levels of life: physical, mental, causal and spiritual. That is

why Ramayana has inspired and encouraged so many millions of people from different cultures all over

the world.
4) Sri Rama and his three brothers can be compared with the four Vedas, which contain together all

wisdom of the universe on all levels of existence. Also the principles of Vedanta, Yoga, Sankhya,

Jyotish, etc. are present in the content of Ramayana.
5) Sri Ramais the inner Self or Atma; He is the embodiment of love, peace and righteousness, acting

through the mind, body and senses of a human being.

6) Ma Sita is the incarnation of wisdom, intellect, devotion and ideal womanship. King Dasharatha is

said to be related to the ten senses and his three queens to the three gunas.
7) SriHanuman isthathumble mind faithful and devotional who gives his life in unconditional love to

the Lord. The army of monkeys can be compared with our mind with its thoughts running all over the
place and jumping from branch to branch. By His infinite love and guidance Sri Rama leads all thoughts
back to one focus point by which the mind becomes extremely strong and able to build the bridge

between darkness and light, ignorance and wisdom, death and immortality.
8) How can we build this beautiful bridge of eternal wisdom in a world that is mainly dominated by

political and economical powers, international conflicts and terrorism? Sri Rama gives the answer by
showing us that real power comes from inside. His thinking and actions are pure and selfless.
Functioning from the divine source within there is nothing in the world He cannot achieve in the most

perfectand evolutionary way.
9) Ravana represents the selfish ego and arrogance in our world leaders and on the individual level he

represents the stress and tensions in our mind and body.
10) On the personal level we have to start with purifying our own mind and body through meditation,

yoga and other spiritual tools and seeking for Grace of the Divine. “Transform the world by

transforming yourself” isan old saying.
11) On the level of family and society we can come together in spiritual meetings which are like

satsangs and pray and meditate for peace in the world.
12) From all countries in the world India has the ancient treasure to change the trend of time through the

eternal wisdom of Ramayana and other tools of Vedic wisdom. The divine teachers (satgurus) in India
and in the world are able to uplift mankind in our time to higher levels of consciousness and creating

Citizens of one World Family.
13) Now is the time that we ourselves can take responsibility in the family of nations to introduce

worldwide the Ramayana wisdom of perfect leadership, ideal brotherhood, tender and faithful
relationships, ideal leadership and community service, and respectful devotion to God, parents &

teachers.
14) The ideal of a harmonious world is expressed in the age-old saying Vasudaiva Kutumbhakan, the

world is my family. Only through living the universal wisdom and model of Sri Ramayana, in which the
whole eternal wisdom of life is mirrored, this ideal can become a daily reality.

Jai Sri Ram
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